The paper raises the problem of the city symbol. Authors show the deep metaphysical connection behalf of the city with historical events and facts of history of Ekaterinburg. The city appears here as a living organism and personality. The part of the work is semiotic and iconographic illustration of ideas and theses of this research.
based only on the value of the truth, which is the truth for the sake of the truth as such. However, as a polity, as a totality of institutional forms and processes administration is carried out through, a city needs to realize its symbolic reality, which is the base for its practical activity, because it is where the real and the most powerful source for development belongs.
A lot has been written about cities in general; however, the city symbol always remains "out of vision". Taking everything for granted, without worrying or caring of how everything is done, without seeing the sources of being, is a common thing. We can live in a city without the urge to understand or even to ask a question, how to understand it. It happens in life in general and in language in particular: we live, we speak, without being aware of what and how is going on. Perhaps, the reason is the fact that the visible and continuously changing being of the city is naturally excessive in regard with its invisible gist. Therefore, a city is continuously reproduced as a sort of collective social being.
We suggest that every city exists as individuality; it has its face, its inherent entelechy, and completeness which unwinds in the tradition of the city, or, to be even more precise, in the city symbol. A symbol is due to exist as a real definition, as a current being of the city, which differs one city from another, this face from many others. Since a thing has a name which has been given to it from the beginning to express its distinctive characteristics, this name contains a certain reality which may be deciphered and understood. Though some historical events have not happened yet, they have been programmed in the name as set in stone.
The city was founded in 1723. Contemporary historians write: "It was Yekaterinburg, an industrial capital, built as though in compliance with a "perfect fortress" plan, the main city of the region established for ages. From now on, new factories could be built and old ones could die, the need for fortresses could disappear, provinces could change their boundaries and the region could change its name, but Yekaterinburg had to remain what it had been meant to be: the capital of the Urals" 3 . When a city begins from a fortress, it assumes that the place needs some protection, that it is valuable and special. The fortress is intended to make the place powerful and strong. A planned fortress is a result of rational thinking which starts from understanding of the reasonability and necessity for such an establishment. Perfect planning is an argument to the metaphysical reality. Factories, temples, squares, and houses could be built inside; but the main thing that mattered was the security, both physical, the strong walls, and metaphysical, which is the power of the divine protector. For this reason, right from the establishment of the fortress walls on March 12, 1723, the Church of St. Catherine was founded. It means that the city was built on two levels: literal, or physical, and ideal, or metaphysical.
According to the legend, the name for the city was suggested by Georg Wilhelm de Hennin, who was a specialist in mining and metallurgy, a friend and an ally of Peter the Great. "Willing to please the Tsar, Hennin decided to name the new factory after his wife, Empress Catherine the Great, and the idea was approved. On October 1, 1723, on the left bank of the Iset River, the foundation of a wattle church named after the Holy Great Martyr Catherine was laid, and on November 24 the first nameday of the fortress factory was celebrated, and cannons fired from the fortress walls…" The name of the city is its "genetic centre", or the "core cell" it's harder to love something when it's neglected.
Maybe this trauma makes Yekaterinburg so alive.
Yekaterinburg the symbol-name has one 
